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I. Basis of the report 



' ZTrSSZfnn r£L £T entS ° f internatlo . nal application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
Lnw fff Z F 0fflce ' n / e fPonse to an inv,tat,on under Article 14 are referred to in this report as '•originally filed" 
and are not annexed to th,s report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. °"^ na " y Wea 

Description, Pages 

1-12 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 " 1 5 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authoritv in the 
language .n wh.ch the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this ite^ ^ 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Ru| e a 55.2 a Snd/orV5S S,ati0n fUmiShed f ° r the P ur P° ses of international preliminary examination (under 

3 ' i^tPmSio.*^ 3 ^ . nuc,eotide . ***** ami "<> acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: clMp,K ' cil,on ' Tne 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. oeyona me aisciosure 

° Efng haTbe^ reC ° rd6d h com P uter readable form is identical to the written sequence 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5 ' a Si S n r ^n?J aS i?! en 6 l tablis ^ a ^. if (some of > the amendments had not been made, since they have 
been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

iep y ort) P ' aCement ShSet C0ntainin9 such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial apDlicabilitv 
citations and explanations supporting such statement hp y, 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-15 

7,13,14 
1-6, 8-12, 15 

1-15 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : WO-A-01 22933 (PROCTER & GAMBLE) - 5 April 2001 (2001 -04-05) 
11 CLAIMS 1-13 

The subject-matter of claims 1-6 and 8-12 does not involve an inventive step in the sense 
of Article 33(3) PCT. 

1.1) Claim 1 : document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of 
the art, discloses (cf. claim 5) a composition, solid at 21 °C (cf. page 17, lines 29-32), 
comprising: 

(a) from 5 to 95% of an emollient which can be a partial glyceride melting in the range 
from 45 to 70°C (e.g. glyceryl stearate, cf. page 21, lines 7-14), identified as 
compound (c) of present claim 1; 

(b) from 1 to 95% of a permeability agent, which can be a C 7 -C 40 paraffin (including 
components melting between 25 and 37°C) or a fatty acid ester (cf. page 24, lines 
1-13), identified as compound (a) of present claim 1; 

(c) from 5 to 95% of an immobilizing agent, which can be a polyhydroxy fatty acid 
ester, a C 14 fatty alcohol, a C 12 fatty acid or their alkoxylated derivatives, having a 
melting point of at least 40°C (cf. page 27, lines 1-28), identified as compound (b) 
of present claim 1 . 

It is reasonably assumed that a skilled person would have tried the specific 

combinations which are claimed in present claim 1 . 

Hence, the subject-matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step. 

1.2) Dependent claims 2-6 and 8-12 do not appear to contain any additional features 
which, in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 
all the additional features of claims 2-6 and 8-1 2 are disclosed in D1 . 

1 .3) The combination of the features of dependent claims 7 and 1 3 is neither known from, 
nor rendered obvious by, the available prior art. The reasons are as follows: 

1.3.1) Claim 7: it is not suggested in the prior art to use polyvinyl stearyl ether) as a 
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crystallization accelerator, neither it is obvious for a person skilled in the art to 
use polyvinyl stearyl ether) in combination with the components a) and c) of 
present claim 1 . 

1.3.2) Claim 13 comprises all the features of claim 7 and as such also meets the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

2) CLAIM 14 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 
14, and shows (cf. page 28, lines 8-15, and examples) the use of glyceryl monoesters of 
C 16 -C22 fatty acids as immobilizing agents in the skin-friendly finishing of nonwovens. 
The subject-matter of claim 14 differs from this known use in that the immobilizing agent 
(i.e. the crystallization accelerator) is glyceryl monolaurate. 

The subject-matter of claim 14 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as to provide an 
alternative crystallization accelerator for the skin-friendly finishing of nonwovens. 

The solution to this problem proposed in claim 14 of the present application is considered 
as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following reasons: there is no 
incentive in D1, nor in the other cited documents, to use glyceryl monolaurate as 
crystallization accelerator. A person skilled in the art trying to find an alternative 
crystallization accelerator would have only tried monoesters of C^-C^ fatty acids, as 
suggested in D1. 

3) CLAIM 15 

The subject-matter of claim 1 5 does not involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 
33(3) PCT. 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, discloses 
(cf. claims 1-5) a substrate finished with a composition which falls into the terms of present 
claim 1 (see section 1.1 above). The substrate can be a nonwoven comprising 
polyethylene (cf. page 8, lines 6-18). 

Hence, the subject-matter of claim 15 does not involve an inventive step. 
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